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nothing remained to give employment to the
excretory organs."-(P. 258.) After his
disinterment he presented an appearance of
extreme emaciation and debility ; his sto-
mach was greatly contracted; he took no-
thing but a little water till he found that the
tone of his stomach was not destroyed,
about which he expressed great anxiety.
How excellent an illustration is all this of
Dr. Thomson’s lecture on abstinence, or of I
any other account of the circumstances
modifying the power of enduring, and the
proper treatment to be pursued towards
persons who have been long subjected to
it. How interesting would it be to ob-
serve the state of the secretions, the re-
spiration, <xc. OI tms singular person, ana
might not some important practical in-
ferences be derived from the study ? The
restoration of the power of motion to
the contracted limbs of Hindoo devotees,
after being kept for many years in one posi-
tion, suggested to the late Mr. Sheldrake
the admirable method of treating deformi-
ties, which was described by him in THE
LANCET, a method which I have successfully
employed under the most unfavourable cir-
cumstances.* This must plead as my ex-
cuse for occupying so much space, on ano-
ther instance of what the body can be
brought to endure, under the iufluence of a
determined mind. I am, Sir, your obedient
servant
JOHN GRANT MALCOLMSON,
Surgeon E.I.C.S. Madras Establishment
23, Wilton-crescent, March 24, 1838.
MR. PHELAN ON PUBLIC MEDICAL
CHARITIES IN IRELAND.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
Sm:&lstrok;Your remarks on the medical affairs
of Ireland, and your comments on the second
clause of the Irish Medical Charities Bill,
are judicious and well-timed, and will, it is
to be hoped, have their due weight in the
proper quarter.
Having given this subject some attention,
I beg leave to trespass on you with a few
observations, which at the present moment
may not be altogether useless.
I propose briefly to inquire first, whether
the existing laws and institutions are suffi-
cient to afford medical aid to the sick poor
* I am at a loss to account for the little
attention which those admirable papers have
met with, and for the continued employment
of the clumsy and expensive apparatus for
club-foot which is still recommended by
some of the most eminent surgeons in Lon
don ; nor do I think that the new operation
of dividing the tendons will prevent the
treatment there recommended from being
one day extensively employed.
of this country, and if not, to what exten-
they are defective. Secondly, what mis-
chiefs arise, and are, in future, likely to
arise, from the want of sufficient medical
aid to the working classes generally. And,
thirdly, I shall point out the means by which
efficient medical attendance can be had on
that class, with proper economy, and a re-gard to medical science.
Perhaps there are few people so liable to
serious diseases as the Irish; the working
classes in this country are generally ill fed,
badly clothed, and wretchedly lodged, and
the habits of many of them are intemperate
and irregular. Atmospheric vicissitudes,
therefore, as well as contagion, may natu-
rally be expected to cause extensive and
injurious effects on a population so predis-
posed ; and, accordingly, we find that in-
flammatory affections, which soon destroy
life, or produce lasting organic mischief,
as well as other contagious diseases,
affect a very gteat proportion of them. To
this the Legislature has not been indifferent,
and at present the law enables us to make
quite sufficient provision for all our sick
poor, with one exception, which I shall
point out, were those who possess property,
disposed to put the law into execution.
At present the laws which relate to our
medical institutions stand thus: the are*
senting sessions of each county is empow-
ered to present 1400L per year for the sup-
port of one or of two infirmaries, which also
get 0. from the Treasury. If there be no
fever hospital in the county, the grand jury
can have one built at its expense, and a sum
not exceeding 5001. a year presented for its
support, without a shilling of subscription
being had from any one ; and, if there has
been a county fever hospital, district ones
may be built, and two-thirds of the expense
of establishing and supporting them raised
by assessment on the other third, having
been previously obtained from subscribers,
which previous payment is the condition on
which the two-thirds is to be given. For a
dispensary, a sum equal to the subscriptions
raised can be presented; and the whole
cost’of erecting and supporting all district
lunatic asylums is also assessed.
, Independently of this, there is an annual
parliamentary grant of about 20,0001., for
the support of the Dublin hospitals; thus
it will he seen, that about three-fourtlis of
the entire cost of establishing and support-
ing our public medical charities are paid by
the occupiers of land and houses; and it is
certain that more than the one half of the
other fourth is paid by the middle classes;
so that the proportion which falls on the
landlords is very small, indeed, though a
few amongst them subscribe liberally.
It should be observed, that the institu-
tions which are best supported, and most
efficiently conducted, are the district lunatic
asylums, but these are entirely under- the
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direction and control of Government. They
have been, however, very injudiciously 
erected and 1 cated, and at by far too much
expense ; but this may be chiefly attributecl
to the Commissioners of Lunatic Asylums
being an unpaid board, and to there being on
it no medical man sulliciently acquainted
with the subject, or responsible for the pro-
per performance of the duties. Under these
laws 36 county or city infirmaries, about 66
fever hospitals, 452 dispensaries, and 10
district lunatic asylums, have been esta-
blished.
sruttt o&deg;/ tt;jzrmury Altl.
Though the law empowers the local au-
thorities to establish a second infirmary in
each county, this has been done only in one.
The reason is, the existing institution re-
ceives the entire grant, and the surgeon the
entire salary, 1901. a year; the interests of
the local governors and of the medical offi-
cers are opposed to the erection of a second,
and no matter how large, or populous, the
county, those of the sick poor are sacrificed.
At present, outside Dublin, all the Irish in- I
firm aries, both of counties and cities, con- I
tain room for only 1280 beds; but of these
not above 1000 are usually occupied. This
gives only one infirmary bed for every 6000
of the population. It has, however, been
clearly ascertained, that in most counties
not one-fourth, in others not one-eighth, of
the fit objects do, or can, obtain admission
into these institutions. This will be appa-
rent when it is known that the number annu-
ally admitted, including the Belfast and
Waterford hospitals, is only 13,500, or one
for 540 persons, whilst correct returns pub-
lished by me, prove that a far greater num-
ber stand much in need of itifirraary relief.
I have found that, at the most moderate
computation, above 17,000 fit objects are so
circumstanced every year, who cannot any-
where else be done justice to by their medi-
cal attendants.
IVant of Fever Hospital Aid.
Notwithstanding the laws alluded to,
there are ten counties in Ireland in which
there is no fever hospital, and in fifteen or
sixteen more in which many of the existing
institutions are so limited in number, in
funds, and in room, that not one-tenth of the
bad cases occurring amongst the poorer
classes can be or are admitted. The Dublin
fever hospitals receive from 6 to 7000 annu-
ally, those in the country about 10,500. I
have ascertained that at least 30,000 patients
of this class, affected with bad fever, and
unable to provide themselves with medical
attendance, or the necessary food and drink,
are unable to obtain fever hospital aid.
’Want of Dispensary Aid.
Were our 452 dispensaries properly dis-
tributed, according to population, &c., they
could be made far more efficient; but when
it is known that in some counties there is
only one dispensary, on the average, and
one medical attendant, to a population of
39,000, in others of 28,000, 23,000, and
20,000, it will be admitted that a very great
proportion of the sick poor cannot obtain
anything like efficient assistance. I re.
main- Sir. vprv trnlv-
DENIS PHELAN,
NAVAL SURGEONS.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SiR :&Nacute;You have often stood forward as
the advocate of the gentlemen in whose
behalf I now address you. Will you, on
their behalf, do so once again ? So far
back as the year 1805 (if my memory
serves me), George III. passed an order in
council, which directed that the medical
officers of the Navy should be placed on a
similar footing with their brethren of the
Army. Will you have the generosity to
ask Mr. Secretary Wood, of the Board of
Admiralty, why the above. mentioned order
remains a dead letter ; why the highly.
sifted and well-educated medical officers of
her Majesty’s naval service are still op.
pressed, and their claims blinked at the
Admiralty ; why the assistant-surgeon has
not the same privileges as his hrotlier of
the Army ; and, above all, why the whole of
his time, from the date of his first commis.
sion, is not allowed, instead of only three
years, as is the case at present, for retire-
ment ; and why he has not an increase of
pay at the end of ten years, like the army
assistant. ,
I write feelingly, Sir, having served seven
years and eight months as an assistant-sur-
geon, chiefly in the West Indian and Medi-
terranean seas, before I was promoted. The
Secretary of the Admiralty must know, that
there are men among the naval medical offi.
cers of the very first attainments, classical
as well as professional, who have carried
off the highest honours of their respective
colleges; equally qualified with our friend
of the " Medico-Chirurgical," to fill what
he is pleased to style the higher walks"
of the profession.
I am carried away, Sir, by reading, in my
retired nook, some of your last year3 num-
bers, just come into my hands, and am thus
impelled to write to yon on this, to me,
" dearly loved subject," for I love the ser-
vice, though 1. have now retired from it. I
am, Sir, your very obedient servant,
NUPER CHIRURGUS IN CLASSE
BRITANNICA.
